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1. Executive Summary 

 

Shropshire Council’s Environmental Protection team is continuing to ensure air quality 

improvements through our statutory Local Air Quality Management work; through informing 

and advising strategy and policy developments, and by consultation on relevant development 

and planning applications. Shropshire Council have commissioned external specialist 

consultancy Bureau Veritas to review Air Quality Action Plans (previously referred to as the 

2022 Air Quality Action Plan Review Project) for both air quality management areas to 

determine and outline how pollution exceedances in these areas will be resolved. The report 

provides an update on each work area. It is expected that the Council’s 2023 Annual Status 

Report shall be publicly available shortly. 

 

2. Recommendations 

 

(Not required for ‘information only’ reports) 
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3. Report 

 
Shropshire Council has a statutory duty to monitor for and identify areas breaching UK 

guideline emission levels, designated as Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) and where 
these are identified, must develop specific air quality action plans (AQAPs) to reduce 

pollution in these areas.  
Shropshire has two remaining AQMA’s, designated for exceedances of Nitrogen Dioxide 
(NO2) concentration guidelines at key traffic junctions in Shrewsbury and Bridgnorth town 

centres. 
 

Environmental Protection’s strategic work continues with the input of air quality advice and 
expertise into the development of the Local Transport Plan (LTP4), and to the development of 
the Shrewsbury Movement and Public Realm Strategy by the Shrewsbury Big Town Plan 

Partnership - of which Shropshire Council is a key partner. It is anticipated that both 
plan/strategies have a high-likelihood of reducing concentrations within AQMA’s and the 

wider county, if designed and implemented appropriately. 
 
Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) Review project 

The review of the air quality action plans (AQAPs) has been outsourced to a specialist 
consultancy – Bureau Veritas. Works to review both Shrewsbury and Bridgnorth are currently 

at the intervention and options appraisal stage. 
 
A number of co-aligned projects have been identified in each AQMA and work is progressing 

to ensure quantifiable air quality improvements result from these, and to ensure that these 
are accounted for within the revised AQAPs. Due to the number of these measures that are 

currently in-development there has been some added complications and delays in collating 
necessary details and data so that predicted air quality improvements can be modelled and 
quantified as required by the relevant guidance. 

 
In Shrewsbury No.3 AQMA, interlinked projects are entering a key scoping and design 

phases, these include highway alterations in the key NO2 hotspot within the AQMA on the 
Castle Foregate/Chester Street (‘Railway Bridge’) Gyratory and; the ‘Smithfield Riverside’ 
redevelopment. Both projects have secured funding from the Government’s Levelling Up 

(Round 2) Funding and are therefore under tight timescale restrictions to implement works 
and utilise this funding. 

 
In Bridgnorth, work is ongoing to secure reductions in NO2 as part of the High Street 
regeneration project which has received funding from Shropshire Council. Likewise further 

works are being considered in line with the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan. 
The Environmental Protection team are continuing to work at a strategic level to ensure air 

quality interventions can be enacted using alternative means such as Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding. 
 

Planning 
The Environmental Protection team are continuing to screen and provide consultation on 

relevant planning applications to ensure air quality improvements across both the wider 
authority area and within/surrounding the AQMAs. 
 

2023 Annual Status Report (ASR) and delayed reporting 
Work to produce the Council’s 2023 Annual Status Report has been delayed due to staffing 

and resource pressure, though it is anticipated to be finalised and published shortly. 
 
In August 2022, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) published the 

Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) Statutory Policy Guidance 2022 and introduced a new 
warning process for overdue AQAPs which came into effect on 30 June 2023. 



 

Shropshire Council have received two warning letters from DEFRA, relating to both the 
delayed 2023 Annual Status Report, and to the delayed review of the air quality action plans 

(AQAPs) which were last reviewed in 2008. Work is therefore being expedited to finalise all 
reporting and to keep DEFRA informed of the ongoing/developing progress detailed in the 
report above. 

 
Further information updates will be provided to the Health and Wellbeing Board at future 

meetings. 
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